
Signs of Life: Truth (Part 1)
Acts 2:22-39

2/21/2026

Scripture

Acts 2:22-39 (NKJV) [22] “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by
God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you
yourselves also know— [23] Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge
of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; [24] whom God
raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held
by it. [25] For David says concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the LORD always before my face, For He is
at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. [26] Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was
glad; Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope. [27] For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor
will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption. [28] You have made known to me the ways of life;
You will make me full of joy in Your presence.’ [29] “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you
of the patriarch David, that he is both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. [30]
Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit
of his body, according to the flesh, He would raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, [31] he,
foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection of the Christ, that His soul was not left in
Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. [32] This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are all
witnesses. [33] Therefore being exalted to the right hand of God, and having received from the
Father the promise of the Holy Spirit, He poured out this which you now see and hear. [34] For
David did not ascend into the heavens, but he says himself: ‘The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit at
My right hand, [35] Till I make Your enemies Your footstool.” ’ [36] “Therefore let all the house of
Israel know assuredly that God has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.”
[37] Now when they heard this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the
apostles, “Men and brethren, what shall we do?” [38] Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let
every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. [39] For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all
who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.”

Church family,
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This week the world watched as military strikes were carried out against Iran, and the region
once again trembled under the weight of conflict. Sirens, retaliation, political speeches, fear. The
kind of headlines that remind us that we are not living in a neutral world. We are living in a fallen
one.

And as Christians, we must speak clearly.

The Bible does not ask us to pretend evil is complicated when it is simply evil. Scripture tells us
in Isaiah 5:20, “Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil.” There are regimes in this world
that oppress their people, fund terror, threaten annihilation, and glorify violence. When
governments pursue destruction and intimidation, that is not morally gray. It is wicked.

We must have the courage to say that.

Now, that does not mean we become reckless or bloodthirsty. It does not mean we rejoice at the
loss of life. Ezekiel 18:23 reminds us that God takes no pleasure in the death of the wicked.
Neither should we. Every human life is made in the image of God. Every soul matters.

But there is a difference between rejoicing in death and rejoicing that evil is confronted.

Psalm 97 says, “You who love the Lord, hate evil.” That is strong language. Love for God
requires hatred of what destroys what He loves. When evil is ignored, excused, or pacified, it
spreads. History has taught us that appeasement does not tame tyranny. It feeds it.

Romans 13 tells us that governing authorities are ministers of God to restrain evil. They “do not
bear the sword in vain.” In a fallen world, there are moments when force is used not because it is
beautiful, but because failing to confront evil would allow even greater destruction.

As Christians, we do not celebrate war. But neither are we called to moral passivity. There is a
sober gratitude when evil is not allowed to operate unchecked. There is relief when threats are
taken seriously. There is a rightful acknowledgment that justice matters.

At the same time, we must be very careful.

We are not at war with a people.

God loves the people of Iran.

He loves the young believer gathering quietly in an apartment. He loves the dissident longing for
freedom. He loves the child who has grown up hearing only one narrative. We must never
confuse a regime’s wickedness with the worth of its people.

The gospel is not anti-Iranian. It is anti-sin.

Created with SermonBuild Page 2 of 11



And right now, perhaps more than ever, hearts inside Iran may be shaken and searching. The
book of Acts reminds us that the gospel often advances when earthly foundations tremble. God
has a history of reaching into hostile territories and drawing people to Himself. We should pray
boldly that many Iranians come to Christ in this season.

We also remember God’s heart for Israel.

Scripture gives Israel a unique role in redemptive history. Paul tells us in Romans 11 that the
gifts and calling of God are irrevocable. We are commanded to pray for the peace of Jerusalem.
That does not mean any modern government is beyond critique. But it does mean we recognize
that God’s covenant purposes are still unfolding.

So we pray for the safety of families in Israel. We pray for wisdom for leaders navigating
enormous pressure. We pray that both Jew and Gentile would see that lasting peace is not found
in military dominance but in the Messiah.

And now, what is our responsibility?

First, we pray with clarity.

Not vague prayers or sentimental ones. We pray that evil would be restrained. We pray that
plans rooted in destruction would fail. We pray that leaders would act justly and wisely. We pray
that innocent lives would be protected. We pray for revival in Iran. We pray for spiritual
awakening in Israel. We pray for the Church across the Middle East to stand firm and shine
brightly.

second, we anchor ourselves in hope.

Psalm 2 paints the picture clearly: the nations rage, the kings of the earth set themselves, but the
Lord sits enthroned in heaven. God is not wringing His hands. He is not pacing heaven’s floors.
History is not spiraling. It is moving toward the day when Christ returns and every knee bows.

One day, there will be no tyrants, no missiles, no fear. The Prince of Peace will rule openly. Until
then, we live in tension. We oppose evil. We love people. We pray for justice. We long for mercy.

So let us not be timid in calling evil what it is. Let us not be careless in celebrating destruction.
Let us be courageous, sober, prayerful Christians.

Let’s pray.

Introduction:

Last week in Acts 2:1–21, we stood in the middle of wind and flame.

The Spirit descended. Tongues of fire rested and empowered believers. Languages were
spoken. declaring God’s mighty works. A crowd gathered in awe and filled with questions.It was
dramatic. It was visible. It was undeniable.
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But here’s something we have to notice carefully:

The sound of the wind drew the crowd's attention. The tongues of fire inspired amazement. But it
was the preaching of gospel truth that the Spirit used to pierce their hearts.

Application

Why it matters for us.In every generation, the church is tempted to believe that power lies in
spectacle. Bigger production. Better presentation. More emotional momentum. But in Acts 2, the
Spirit falls in power and then immediately turns the spotlight onto the preached Word.The Spirit
does not replace preaching. He empowers it.

And what does Peter preach?

Not a self-help class. Not 5 steps to a more meaningful life. Not a watered-down soup of
entertainment and worldly catchphrases. He preaches Christ.

As Paul would later say in Colossians 1:28:

Scripture

Colossians 1:28 (NKJV) [28] Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all
wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.

And what we’re about to see in Acts 2:22–41 is the first full gospel presentation in the church
age. This is not just an inspiring message. It is the DNA of apostolic Christianity.

If you want to know what a living church looks like, look here. If you want to know what
truth-centered preaching sounds like, look here. Because from this moment forward in the book
of Acts, the church is grows the same way over and over again:

The truth about Jesus is declared.Sin is confronted.The resurrection is proclaimed.Repentance is
commanded.Souls are added.

Yes, throughout Acts, we see different audiences. Different settings. Different cultures. And even
different tacts and approaches to the preaching. But the core message is the same.

Whether Peter preaches to Jews in Jerusalem in Acts 2, to the Sanhedrin in Acts 4, to Cornelius
in Acts 10, or whether Paul preaches in Antioch in Acts 13 or on Mars Hill in Acts 17, the
approach adjusts… but the core never moves.

Christ crucified.Christ risen.Christ exalted.Christ calling sinners to repent and believe.

And here’s the question that presses on us this morning: Do we still believe that truth is enough?
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Because the early church did not build itself on strategy, branding, or personality. It was built on
the bold proclamation of objective, historical, unchanging truth about Jesus Christ, and people
committed to that truth with their lives.

And when that truth was preached in the power of the Spirit, hearts were pierced, lives were
changed, and the church was set on its course to change the world.

Let’s look now at Peter’s sermon and see the marks of a church that is alive because it is
anchored in truth.

The Person of ChristThe Purpose of GodThe Power of ResurrectionThe Position of ChristThe
Proper Response

Main Point

Point 1
The Person of Christ (22)

Scripture

Acts 2:22 (NKJV) [22] “Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by
God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you
yourselves also know—

Peter does not proclaim a mere religious concept or abstract philosophy; rather, he directs his
listeners’ attention to a real, tangible, historical person—Jesus of Nazareth. This is not a
generalized spirituality or myth but the proclamation of a specific Jesus, whose life and
personhood were witnessed by many present in Jerusalem, as Peter affirms.

Attested by God

This phrase reveals the profound theological truth of the incarnation: that in Jesus Christ, God
took on human flesh (John 1:14), entering history and space-time. The miracles, wonders, and
signs were not merely displays of power but divine credentials, fulfilling Old Testament prophecy
and authenticating Jesus as the promised Messiah (Isaiah 35:5-6). The supernatural was not an
occasional accessory to His ministry, but its very character, for in Him “dwells all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily” (Colossians 2:9).

Scripture

John 14:11 (NKJV) [11] Believe Me that I am in the Father and the Father in Me, or else believe
Me for the sake of the works themselves.
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God worked through Him

Not only because of His divine nature as the eternal Son (Hebrews 1:3), but also because, in His
humanity, Jesus was uniquely anointed by the Spirit to fulfill the Father’s will (Acts 10:38).

He is the “second Adam” (1 Corinthians 15:45), perfectly obedient and empowered, revealing the
Father’s heart and demonstrating the breaking-in of God’s kingdom.

You yourselves know

Peter’s appeal is to the undeniable reality of Jesus’ earthly ministry. There is no escape into myth
or allegory; the incarnation is a matter of historical fact.The listeners stood as witnesses to
Christ’s works and character, leaving them morally accountable.We are confronted not with an
idea, but with the person of Jesus Christ—crucified, risen, and reigning. The gospel demands a
response: to acknowledge the historical reality of Jesus is to face the claims of the living God
breaking into human history for our redemption.

Quote

— Pastor Josh

“While Christianity includes private experience, it is rooted in public and historical fact.”

Application

The person of Jesus still matters today. Many have tried to write Jesus out of history or claim that
we can't really trust the historical accounts of scripture regarding who He was. Unfortunately for
them, those arguments don’t hold up to the historical scrutiny the Bible has endured over the
centuries.It’s convenient for people to write off Jesus becasue that means they don’t have to
submit to Him or trust Him.

Main Point

Point 2
Truth: The Plan of God (23)

Scripture

Acts 2:23 (NKJV) [23] Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of
God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death;

A. The Cross was not an accident
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This is where the cross of Christ becomes a focal point in the gospel presentation, revealing the
divine symphony between God’s sovereign plan and human responsibility and guilt.

The Greek term behind “determined purpose” carries the idea of a fixed decree, a settled plan.

The crucifixion was not:

God’s backup plan when all else failed.A tragic miscalculation on God’s part.A failed messianic
movement.

It was ordained.

The disciples rested in God’s unseen, sovereign plan. When they prayed for courage and
boldness in Acts 4, they added:

Scripture

Acts 4:27-28 (NKJV) [27] “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both
Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered together [28]
to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done."

In Revelation 13, John refers to Jesus as:

Scripture

Revelation 13:8 (NKJV) [8] …the Lamb slain from the foundation of the world.

The cross was not Plan B, it was the plan before Bethlehem and even before Eden.

B. The cross reveals human guilt

“…you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death.”

Here is the tension. God planned it, but the Jewish leaders committed it. Peter does not soften
the accusation.

He does not say:

“Mistakes were made. It was complicated. How could you have known?”

He says, “You crucified Him.” The sovereignty of God does not erase the responsibility of man.
Yes, it was God’s plan, but it was based on the foreknowledge of man’s rebellion, and man will
be held responsible for his rebellion.

This is not a contradiction; it is biblical tension.
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Quote

— Pastor Josh

If God’s sovereignty eliminated human guilt, then no one would ever be accountable for sin.

Consider Joseph's famous statement in Genesis 50:20:

Scripture

Genesis 50:20 (NKJV) [20] But as for you, you meant evil against me; but God meant it for good,
in order to bring it about as it is this day, to save many people alive.

Here we see a profound truth about God’s providence and sovereignty. The very act of betrayal
by Joseph’s brothers, selling him into slavery, was intended by them for harm, born out of
jealousy and hatred. Yet, in the mystery of God’s sovereign will, the same event was used to
accomplish His redemptive purposes.

Joseph acknowledges that while his brothers acted with malicious intent, their evil was not
outside the bounds of God’s control. God, in His infinite wisdom, wove their sinful actions into the
tapestry of His plan to preserve life during a severe famine.This demonstrates how God’s
sovereignty does not negate human responsibility or the reality of evil, but instead overrules evil
for His greater glory and for the good of His people. This principle is echoed throughout
Scripture.The crucifixion of Jesus Christ is the supreme instance of this dual intention. Here,
human wickedness and divine purpose intersect: men meant evil, but God meant it for the
salvation of many.

Application

We can take comfort in knowing that no circumstance, however difficult or unjust, is beyond
God’s redeeming power. The trials and injustices Jesus endured ultimately led to the saving of
many souls. This is the hope we hold as believers—that our God is both sovereign and good,
working all things together for those who love Him (Romans 8:28).As the Puritan Thomas
Watson wrote,

Quote

— Thomas Watson

“There is no evil so great, but God can bring good out of it.”
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Still, the hard truth remains: The Jews weren’t the only guilty party in the crucifixion of Jesus. We
believe the words that Paul spoke, “Christ died to save sinners.” If you’re a sinner, you have a
guilty hand in Christ’s cross. That shouldn’t leave us hopeless, but the truth should cause us to
run that much faster to Jesus to find mercy and forgiveness.

Main Point

Point 3
Truth: The Power of Resurrection (24-32)

Scripture

Acts 2:24-32 (NKJV) [24] whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was
not possible that He should be held by it. [25] For David says concerning Him: ‘I foresaw the
LORD always before my face, for He is at my right hand, that I may not be shaken. [26]
Therefore my heart rejoiced, and my tongue was glad; Moreover my flesh also will rest in hope.
[27] For You will not leave my soul in Hades, Nor will You allow Your Holy One to see corruption.
[28] You have made known to me the ways of life; You will make me full of joy in Your presence.’
[29] “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is both dead
and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day. [30] Therefore, being a prophet, and knowing that
God had sworn with an oath to him that of the fruit of his body, according to the flesh, He would
raise up the Christ to sit on his throne, [31] he, foreseeing this, spoke concerning the resurrection
of the Christ, that His soul was not left in Hades, nor did His flesh see corruption. [32] This Jesus
God has raised up, of which we are all witnesses.

While the cross was the plan of God from the beginning, the plan did not include Jesus staying
dead! Prophecy showed that the Messiah would be the one not only to be a sacrifice for sin, but
a victorious warrior over the greatest enemy of mankind, death.

Acts 2:24-32 – Death Could Not Hold Him

A. Because of His Nature (v. 24):

Verse 24 proclaims, “Whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not
possible that He should be held by it.”

The resurrection of Jesus was not merely a miraculous event, it was a divine necessity rooted in
the very nature of Christ Himself.
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Death, which entered the world through sin (Romans 5:12), has authority only over those subject
to its penalty.Jesus, being sinless and perfectly righteous, was not under death’s rightful claim. In
Acts 3:15, Peter calls Him “the Prince of life,” underscoring that Christ is both the source and
sustainer of all life. As the eternal Son of God, “in Him was life, and the life was the light of men”
(John 1:4).

Death could no more hold the Author of life than darkness could extinguish light. Jesus’ divine
nature made it utterly impossible for death to retain its grip on Him. Athanasius of Alexandria
rightly observed,

Quote

— Athanasius of Alexandria

“It was unthinkable that the Author of life should be held by corruption.”

Because of Prophetic Promises (vv. 25-28):

Peter supports his declaration by quoting Psalm 16:8-11, affirming that God had already
promised the Messiah’s triumph over death centuries before.

David, speaking prophetically, declared, “For You will not leave my soul in Hades, nor will You
allow Your Holy One to see corruption” (v. 27). Peter explains that David was not speaking of
himself, for David’s tomb was still with them (v. 29).

Rather, David, as both king and prophet, looked forward to the One who would conquer death on
behalf of His people.

This promise is not an isolated reference but part of the rich tapestry of Old Testament prophecy
pointing to the resurrection (Isaiah 53:10-11; Hosea 6:2).

Scripture

Isaiah 53:10-11 (NKJV) [10] Yet it pleased the Lord to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief. When
You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His days, And the
pleasure of the Lord shall prosper in His hand. [11] He shall see the labor of His soul, and be
satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many, For He shall bear their
iniquities.

Scripture

Hosea 6:2 (NKJV) [2] After two days, He will revive us; On the third day, He will raise us up, that
we may live in His sight.
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David trusted that his greater Son, the promised Messiah, would be the first to break death’s
chains, guaranteeing hope for all who belong to Him. Augustine wrote, “The resurrection of
Christ was first promised by prophecy, then accomplished in fact, and finally proclaimed to the
world.”The resurrection is thus the fulfillment of God’s unbreakable word.

Because of the Coming Kingdom (vv. 29-32):

Peter continues, “Men and brethren, let me speak freely to you of the patriarch David, that he is
both dead and buried, and his tomb is with us to this day” (v. 29).

David’s hope was not personal immortality, but that God would raise up one of his descendants
to sit on his throne (v. 30). The Old Testament repeatedly speaks of a kingdom that will have no
end (2 Samuel 7:12-16; Psalm 89:3-4, 29).For there to be a kingdom that endures forever, there
must be a King who cannot die. Peter declares, “This Jesus God has raised up, of which we are
all witnesses” (v. 32).Jesus, as the risen Messiah, fulfills these ancient promises; His resurrection
is the guarantee that His reign is everlasting. As the writer of Hebrews affirms, “But He, because
He continues forever, has an unchangeable priesthood” (Hebrews 7:24). The resurrection is not
merely a past event, but the foundation of the believer’s hope in Christ’s eternal kingship and
coming reign.So we see that Jesus’ resurrection was inevitable because of who He is, what God
promised, and what God is doing in establishing His everlasting kingdom. The empty tomb is
God’s declaration that Jesus is both Lord and Christ, the victorious King who lives and reigns
forever.

NEXT WEEK:

Main Point

Point 4
Truth: The Position of Christ (33-36)

Main Point

Point 5
Truth: The Proper Response (37-41)
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